[A comparative evaluation of 2 methods for cloning human lung tumors].
Clonogenic capacity of tumor cells from 59 human lung cancer specimens was investigated in Petri dishes (24 specimens) and in capillaries (40 specimens), and parallel cloning was done in 5 cases. The results were as follows: (a) bacterial contamination in capillaries was noted less frequently than in Petri dishes (12.5 vs. 25%); (b) cells did not form colonies in capillaries in 42.5% and in Petri dishes in 25%; (c) colony-forming effectiveness in capillaries was 3.46-fold higher than that in Petri dishes; (d) the amount of tumor cells for analysis in capillaries is 10-fold less than that for analysis in Petri dishes. However, the absolute number of colonies, indispensable for assessment of tumor sensitivity to antitumor action (not less than 15 colonies per capillary or Petri dish) was obtained in 67% in Petri dishes and in 33% only in capillaries.